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provides a daily report of our trip
arding the | ack of government fundi
tten. Taken us on a journey from S
caster, down to Londoant ainde otulhe didomwo
Parl i ament i n May.

then move back up North taking in a

si ble before making a crossing over
d Britainds Waterways Cruise to kee
rease the public awagéhess O0fthe wa

third campaign cruise of the year
t outside of Cambridge joined by th

final section records our journey
to i mpending closures of the canal
system and extremely | ow water | ev



Day 1, Saturday 29 March 2025
SI BC to SIBC viiiad4d .Loth gmiSlasmsd,ald Locks, 0 MB, 0

We must be mad ! We

are participating in

Fund Britainés
Waterways campaign

to promote awareness

& of lack of government

funding for our

@ countryo6s preci ol
canals and rivers and

watercourses.

Six narrowboats from
Strawberry Island and
Mick in his river cruiser
are embarking on a
long journey some 278 miles to London and the Palace of Westminster .

The boats have all been decked out with banners and bunting, the relevant social
media updated, and our cruise master Richard has given us the plan. Now we just
need to make it happen.

Ouir first instruction is to gather at the front of the club house in the campaign boats
for the launch party. This is our first faux par ! As we round the corner to our
specified rendez vous our engine cuts out. Great! with a bank full of gongoozlers ,
the very hierarchy of SIBC observing we come to a grinding halt, Brian had forgotten
to turn his diesel on !!!



Day 1, Saturday 29 March

SIBC to SIBC

viiad L& gmiSlaensd,a |l d

2025

Locks,

The great
and the
good came
to see us
off, the
Mayor of
Doncaster
came in her :
Jeansand = \ \
no cha
We even
had the
Regional
Director
from the
Canal and
River Trust.

It turned out to be a bit of a false start as once we got to Long Sandall we turned
around and went back to the club for the Dawn and Gary birthday party and what a

great night that was.

0

MB ,



Day 2, Sunday 30 March 2025

SIBC to Thorne Swing Bridge 1 10.84 miles, 3 Locks, 3 MB, 0 Aqueducts

A different type of
~ OMother's Dayo
 12:30 sharp the
i ensemble of boats
@' cast off from their
5 © moorings on
" Strawberry Island
Boat Club, waved
the members
goodbye and
travelled up to Loch
Sandall (again).

The |l ockie there greeted us in his finest So
announced. 6 narrowboats Rum 6ndé gin, Pur p
THATSIT Aladin, Tonka and a river cruiser Amourouse all fitted easily into the big

lock. There was an air of expectation, the long journey to London had begun, first

stop overnight Thorne.



Day 3, Monday 31 March 2025

Thorne Swing Bridge to Keadby Lock T 9.81 miles, O Locks, 8 MB,

0 Agqueducts

A young
man from
Sheffield
University,
doing a
journalism
degree had
heard of our
cruise and
turned up at
the first lift
bridge just
outside of
Thorne. He
interviewed
Hazel, made
a video and
took photos
for the
Sheffield
local paper
and his
YouTube
channel. We
are becoming
a news item.




Day 3, Monday 31 March 2025

Thorne Swing Bridge to Keadby Lock T 9.81 miles, O Locks, 8 MB,

0 Agqueducts

The sun is shining, the wind has dropped, and we look forward to a relatively short
cruised to Keadby. Leapfrogging the swing and lift bridges, we arrived at the Vazon
sliding rail bridge and all boats crammed into the pound after the swing bridge,
waited the operation of Vazon. A plausible sigh of relief was heard when the
mechanism rumbled into action. We have arrived at Keadby where we meet with
Pip and Mick on Oleanna ready for the Trent in the morning.

The weather is very spring
like, and we gather on the
d towpath with our table and
b tablecloth ready for an
afternoon cuppa and
delicious cake baked by
Claudia whilst we were on
the move today. a powwow
ensued giving us all the
necessary instructions for
the important cruise
tomorrow. Bring it on.




Day 3, Monday 31 March 2025

Thorne Swing Bridge to Keadby Lock T 9.81 miles, O Locks, 8 MB,

0 Agqueducts

The day was not yet over, we were O6buzzedd b
day off. All off to bed early as we have a 5am start in the morning.

T



Day 4, Tuesday 1 April 2025
Keadby Lock to Cd8dm@wél nmiLesk 2 Locks, 0O MB,

Up at the crack of dawn (5 am start) to be ready for our lock out of Keadby, our
flotilla of 8 boats were locked out in groups of 3, 3 & 2, we had to wait for some time
before it was our turn. With a sense of anticipation for what lay ahead we chatted
between boats in the cold but bright morning sun.

That sun did n
l ast for 1l ong
before we hit
bank of early

morning fog, w
had we | et
ourselves i n f

Luckily it onl"
|l asted for abo
two mil es. Th
sun came back
out but with a
strong headwi n
it never war me
up all day. Wi
had to manage
our edpdirst fu
speed ahead to catch up the three boats fron
the third |l ockout had caught wus wup. This wa
Stockwith we were all together | iong¢g oast esn r
from West Stockwith | ock.




Day 4, Tuesday 1 April 2025
Keadby Lock to Cd8dm@wél nmiLesk 2 Locks, 0O MB,

There was a large
group o fsupporters
on the bank at
West Stockwith
cheering us along
as we passed so it
gave us a chance
to try out our horns
and hooters whilst
waving like people
on a carnival truck,
this was fun!!

As the flotilla got nearer to Gainsborough there were more spectators, more
sounding of horns, then the pist de resistance, at Gainsborough bridge there were
TV cameras. We made quite a spectacle with lots of boats, all sounding their horns
and with lots of cheering and noise from spectators on the quayside and bridge.

There was then nearly a catastrophe when in the excitement September Sapphire &

Al adin had very near misses with the bridge.
grazed the bridge arch. | had my heart in my mouth! i Brian shouting go on Van you

can do it!

All boats safely

through in the end

with only scratches to

September

Sapphires paintwork.

After that it was full

speed ahead to our

end destination for

the day at Cromwell,

some 41 miles from

Keadby a long, cold

but exhilarating

cruising day with the

remar d of O6Surviyv
ti ppl esbéo provid
Hazel and Richard

on the towpath. A well-deserved toast to a memorable day.

0]
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Day 5, Wednesday 2 Apri 2025

Cromwel | Lock to iBarr®dom | Mari®alocks, O
L1 Newark, owe
[ we saw, we

=

4 % /4 v') :
conducted us from a her hatch, after a short address we received the command

Oboaters sound your horns?o

conquered, O
for today was to reach
Newark and lay siege
at the castle. Whilst at
the same time making
a load of noise with
the hooters and horns.
It was fairly windy and
as we approached the
castle, it took some
effort for us all to
breast up, trying to
look like we did this
every day, in front of a
crowd of supporters
who had gathered to
cheer us on.

At Newark Nether
Lock a reporter had

t

MB ,

came

he

boarded Rum O6A6ObG

and a film crew was
established on the
bank, Hazel
6Boudi ccabd

and with that

excitements it was a spot of shopping at Waitrose in Newark and Brian nipped home
on the train to collect his new phone from the York sorting office, his journey was
quick and was back in time to catchup with the others at Farndon Marina.

N M

OoOwen,

) a



Day 6, Thursday 3 April 2025

Farndon Marina to Notit2i0On.glh6a mmidoeusn,t y4 LHaclkls, O
OAgqueduct s

|t was I
sunny day
set off
9: 30 a.
the expec
of arrivil
Nottingh
Bridge
ti me. The=
e river

— o ~
—_ - =~ -
® ® X =
D
o
Q

sp
t h
At
Lo
Mi
Ol
t h
gui
6p
al
| oc
have a
anot he
campaig
from Newa
we wer e
by anot
Gunthor
al ongsi
Stoke |

- @ ® ® O O
O O d d S
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o

It ' s
soon
group.

Gunt horpe Lock was kindly manned by Dean Hyd

roving to be a skill fitting all/l boat s
e on 2 boat size | ocks, and this wild@

N N



Day 6, Thursday 3 April 2025

Farndon Marina to Notit2i0n.glh6a mmidoeusn,t v4 LHaclkls, OMB, OAqueduc

-

SR

‘.Canoei stNaUthIahlSporCIemtsrléar | am.
N =



Day 6, Thursday 3 April 2025

Farndon Marina to Notit2i0Onglh6a nmmid oeustivitBy4 LHoacl kl's ,
OAqueducts

Purple Emperor and THATSIT stopped at the
dogs have a run. The canoeists on the sl
fabtowing rapids. Il didn'"t think we woul

Then on
on t he

to Trent

steps

Bridge when we moored up

together to enjoy another of

NO

0

na

al
d

0
f

Cl



Day 7,

Fri

day

Nott.

ngham County

4 Apr i

Il 2025

Hall31omiThresWMBbhAhARBedkisct O

The boats split into , Rum
6A6 Gin, Aladdin and of f
early, going ahead t Boat
Cl ub, as Hazel neede n
back to Doncaster. ts
hatched a plan to gel ‘rent
| ockt hfeorni ght . The
Beeston cut was a c¢h ad of
chiefs and no I ndian el AWl had
wal ked over the brid =tk only
to find other boats " nd
down before any of o
wer e ot itfhfe dmck gat
were bushed after a ti me
for a coffee and 0
» Vs
Going through Nottincg
Castle Lock, a school
their teacher were ou
: Canal si wal k. The
g tmes WH O was ry smartly
AN a suit bbed the op
e . demonstrate the worKki
l ock to S pupil s.
E t hat we re there to
demonstrate in front
Houses Parl i ament
very ani ted, he ask
out my windlass to open one of e paddl es,
support the OBritain's Waterrwawass, 6an t he pup
embarrassment their faces sai it oal |l . Br
some mor e, excellent .
Some boats stopped off at Sainsbury's to top
with Tonka. Claudia and | worked the next
night at Trent Lock, on the pontoon outside
for. us
Anot her busy day, this boating mal arkey i s n

NI



Day 8, Saturday 5 April 2025
Trent Lock toi 6&p69 BbobhesClBBhoeklsct8 MB, 0

Today was a bit challenging for some of the
|l et d0s start at the beginning, as itds a very

Ry
o) »

b

H3Y ”‘;‘

Breakf ast at the 6Lock House Tea Rooms, 6 now

NP



Day 8,

Saturday

Trent

Lock

toi 6EpAo

5 April 2025
BohesClBBAhoeklssct 8MB,

\(T\\ RCHMANS
Nei

! Q\\\\J.\;H”M Ng
« Nel

Then w

e cast

off for our first trip up

N =

t

0

he

rn



Day 8, Saturday 5 April 2025
Trent Lock toi 6&p69 BbobhesClBBhoeklsct8 MB, 0

The wind was against us and the River Soar s

It took al most an hour and a half to get thr
up, fighting the wind. Topside of the | ock,

sever al mot orised dinghies needing to be pen
haviongnetgoti ate two sunken boats, a boat dog
dramatic of all, one of our skippers took a
namesé.

Meet my new boating Hero Mickéee.

Al l present and correct this evening and hap
Soar Boat Club.

NT



Day 9, Sunday 6 Apr il 2025
Soar Boat Club to BGarIrtowniDeesp, LD clkoc ks, 0 MB,

We thought we could have a rest day, but job
empty the bins, the toilet and fill the wate

l unchti me.

And what a lunch it was. Our hosts at the S
provided us with a really fantastic Sunday |
foll owed by apple crumble for pud.

NY



Day 9, Sunday 6 Apr il 2025
Soar Boat Club to BGrirt wniDeesp, LD clkoc ks, 0 MB,

A raffle raised A200 which the club very gen
The hospitality to SIBC was outstanding, t h
very smart indeed.

After a |l ate | unch, we had
of f to do more | ocks, but f
to Mick and Anne and John f
the Greek name.

As we set off, we were film
YouTube channel, we're beco
famous as the time goes by.
short cruise from the boat
Lock. Six miles and three
turned 7pm by the up mfeorwe h
the night

N &



Day 10, Monday 7 April 2025

Barrow Lock to WestiB2iHZemidcecls®B3d er )
l1Aqueduct s

B\

R

fany N,
N N

Today we had our first delay of s

When we got to Birstal]l Lock we had to wait
gat es. Every c¢cloud has a silver |lining; we

some | unch.

After an al most full day of cruising we arr.i
were gathered to form a noisy flotilla throu
few people stared out of their offirgenwiyndow
scant people on the towpath stared or ignore
Union so far is scarce, you would have thoug
of boats blowing horns would have beeadof in

as Richard 111

Rum 6adé Gin and Aladdin forged on, places to
boats diudnatW moor up at Castle Gardens in t
this is the very mooring that Anne Mitchie t
Beert shut all the blinds and bl ock my ears.
Next, to Tesco to do the O6big shop, 6 with r
short distance to the superstore and returne
few days. Too tired now to |isten out for r
headthetpill ow

M



Day 11, Tuesday 8 April

We s t Bri dge 1(OLenidest,er0) Locks,

rest after the
has been so far.

2025

0 MB,

The Space Cen

around on the
entertaining
evening. Our

Br i

t ook

, Space Ce

whil st |

| spent the day making t

for di nner .

l11
pZd

he

boat

t he
ntre
stay

0 Aqueduc

tre. Pot

t

boat r eac
l an and Al
first 6day

opportuni
wi th Van
ed home t

presentabl e



Day 11, Tuesday 8 April 2025

West Bridge iOLenidest er0) Locks, OMB, 0O Agueduc

At 4:30i sh Claudia announced that she had ba
table, tablecloth and fl owers, followed by a
sponge.

We all sat out in a sunny spot on the towpat



Day 11, Tuesday 8 April 2025

West Bridge iOLenidest er0) Locks, OMB, 0O Agueduc

\\

|l an and Ally came over to THATSIT for one of
sour pork with peaches. Bri, |l ooked after ou
t he Marrs. Brian poured the Omeasuresd then
measurliss BITench cheese tastes | i ke sper mod,
of the nights in hysterics,; It does you the
board with whom you can have a proper belly

O



Day 12, Wednesday 9 April
West Bridge to Kilb®. B2 imdiglee Se

2025.
rv2 clesc k s, 0O MB

There
today,
at the
Ayl est
fuel u

FEA ROOMS |

The su
- we pen
13 Sapphi
; paddl e
"l ock s
Purpl e
who we

OPEN AN YEAR !
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/ -
>
=

T I e ‘
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|

% ATERWAYS 4
f' '% ’

were 12 | ocks
so we stopped
kingds | ock t
one, for bacon
S on our way,

n was out, yet
ned up with Se
re, |l eaving th
s open as we |
O as to set th
Emperor and T
re hot on our

JU
"

S”° nh—

“\..W\ J ':-j;rl 2
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& A0
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We were welcomed at Kilby, by the CRT volunt

with a FBW flag and red and wh
afternoon sun and were provide
cruiMay.be we should rename ours

l11
-

ite bunting to
d with tea and
el ves the 6co



l ock working
do today.

Day 13, Thursday 10 April 2025.

Kilby Bridge to Markeit5H28bmirloeash Whalkdcks,
Agqueducts

Since we had got into a good

up with thbeberdg@amemre | ocks to

WS

I

!

After two weeks on the boat , it i s

r

h



Day 13,

Thursday 10 April

Kil by Br.i

dge to Mar kéi15H2a8 bmir loe& g h

2025.

Wh ak dcks,

Agqueducts

After about four | ocks in, our friends from
again for us as we went by.

Hugo i s getting more confident, and we all
being held on the | ead, as we approached a
ship, we ended up with him on the towpath
get btorme <cl ose enough to the bank for me to
which thankfully he did. I joined him on the
we ended up high above the canal n an open
scramnmdholwen to the canal side just i ti me to
880 yards | ong, My first ever trip through
After the tunnel there were no more | ocks
Mar ket Har borough, moor there for the night
and then ascend the Foxton flight in the aft

l11
M

oW

an

fo



Day 14, Friday 11 April 2025.

Harborough Wharf to Quwuml9€ly nRd edk BABID@ g e
OAqueducts

Qg
’ '

This morning, we had a | ate start, wal king H
Mar ket Har borough to have a | ook around. I
pl easant, and it proved to be so. With prop

wher e wed sutpocokne goodi es.

We then ventured into a hardware shop akin t
hanging from the ceiling, a little old man w
counter OFork Handlesd came to mind! Resi st

returmée voat for a 1pm departure as the Fox

l11
_|



Day 14, Friday 11 April 2025.
Harborough Wharf to Quwuml9€ly nRd edk BABID@ g e

OAgueduct s

The sun was
were going t
to wear the 6édshortso _ ded to s
my | egs from their winter negl ect Anot her
my t altelmg sability to wash and shave my | egs

e
“ht, | da

=Y



Day 14, Friday 11 April 2025.

Harborough Wharf to Quwuml9€ly nRd edk BABID@ g e
OAqueducts

O
iy
~ Yy

Bri and the other geeks went to check out th
came back with the stunning news that we onl
cruising hours before we get to London (Li me

0]



Day 15, Saturday 12 April 2025.

Guml ey Road Bridgei21o. 8Banilldesk 8Bl @deeduct s

e

| was prepared for a |l ong day on the cut but
and | ooked forward to riding in the bow on vy
| bel! I't was announced that we had two tun
phobi started to panic; the first, Husbands E
suggested that | could walk with her and Jen
Maps just follow the blue dot he said.

oM



Day 15, Saturday 12 April 2025,
Guml ey oad Bri dgei 2lo. Banilloesk BBl B@deeduct s

Of f we went foll owi

t h
the path was well defin
Al onlge way there was a y h
sheep and newborn | ambs,k {
faces through the wire {488 P P AENSS T
to cautiously sniff them, he is a sheepdog a
so gentdene wkdrnsen.
The wal k was only 18 minutes, and the route
tunnel where Ally, Jenson and | hopped onto
had bad news about the happenings in the tun
oppbeidirection without its tunnel l' ight on,
Our boats did not see it until it was upon t
Sapphire suffered damage as a result; our ex
unl it <$mead icmtao our bow and pushed the boat

ON



Day 15, Saturday 12 April 2025.

Guml ey Road Bri qe'l'Zlo. 8B anilldoesk BBl Bdeeduct s

| R 2
o ) ¢ X
III 2 1 s
- /

After sever al more hour s, we arrived at t he

much | onger, I was not brave enough to ride
Map App, trouble began i mmediatel y!! I had
ornyl the Nicholson guide to foll ow. I wor ked
the village of Crick. Consulting the book,
vill age, | got a phone signal, and the App s
as | was wal king, the final destination was
right! Bri phoned, O61"'"m through the tunnel
to retrace my footsteps back into thieowill ag
pub and ask for directions. | approached t
announced to the barmaid |I'"m | ost. The ot he
pricked up their ears. Two ol d men one with
scores of met al badges adorning his jacket.
explained why |1 was |l ost, and the 2 old guys
with me about the tunnel and its direction a
tmo conclusi on. Bri phoned and told me to s
pick you up. |l went outside to the beer ga
car drives up with Bri in the passenger seat
age wearing my dungarees with a smiley face.
driver. It transpires that she was wal king
perpl exed, she asked if she could help. Th
fam t he pub and returned to the boat to cont
ot her boats who were heading to Watford | ock
The |l ockies there, were very kind and stayed
end of a |l ong and eventful day.

O



Day 16, Sunday 13 April 2025.

Ball's Bridge to WeGdbt mBielceganoo# ilmgcks, 0 MB
Setting off at 9: 00am we had seven | ocks to

cruise to arrive at Weedon Bec, where we had
|l ndi an restaurant in the evening.

Il n the first |l ock Bri got a message on his V
they would be ready when we got there. So w
to a canal side shop to buy a vintage O6hoote
i tasw full speed ahead for more O6cakebd

)

R LTINS e
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Coul dndét help but whemkwefc &Ramehatr a
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Day 16, Sunday 13 April 2025.

Ball's Bridge to WeGdbt mBielceganoo# ilmgcks, 0 MB
Since we were now fairly near to Bedford, we
join us, and they brought puppy Tayl or to m
Abigail; Andy foll owed shortly after with Ta

lte the pups play in the park and not on the

So off we all went to the nearest park and |
in each ot her, a |little 6toobd interested!

back to the boat. Sar ah, Andy, Tawl or , E
whil e | served coffee and drinks and chatted
on the stern. This worked well and we coul d
and back, SO nice to see them al|l amd now an

|l ook forward to.

on



