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EDITORIAL 

Welcome to the Summer edition of Punnet 
 
What a busy time we all seem to be having since I last wrote. The 
new committee have been meeting and I am sure that they have been 
excited to get going in their new roles and the expectation that these 
bring. The new Committee list is in this issue along with articles from 
some of the Committee members outlining their roles. 
 
It is great to see that so many of you have been able to get out 
boating this year despite the weather and canals being a little 
unpredictable. Out on our travels we have been amazed by how quiet 
the canals have been and wonder whether you have experienced this 
too. Although, it could just be down to the Arctic weather we have had 
through April, May and June! If you fancy a canal with a difference 
read Duncan and Ellenôs adventure on the Caledonian. Unfortunately, 
without a lorry you will not be able to get your own boat there. 
 
It is fantastic that some of our members have been able to make the 
journey to London and support the óFund Britainôs Waterwaysô 
campaign. What an amazing experience that must have been. Check 
out Hazel Owenôs poem which is about this journey. 
 
Keep an eye on the Facebook page in the next few weeks as plenty 
will be happening at the Island including our rally which is always a 
good weekend full of fun. 
 
If you have something we can include in the Winter edition please 
send to punnet@sibc.club . You can also put handwritten articles into 
the post box at the main entrance to the Clubhouse. I know I should 
not mention Christmas yet, but I will be taking greetings/messages in 
September and October for the centrefold. 
 
Enjoy what is left of the Summer and I will see you around the Island. 
 

Donna Ward 
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Commodoreôs      
Column 

 

I hope this message finds you well and enjoying the delightful summer 

season.  As we sail through another year at our beloved boat club, I 

am filled with pride and joy seeing the vibrant community we continue 

to build together. 

 

My first three months have been particularly memorable with various 

events from Blankety Blank to simple Friday night suppers with raffles 

and Lotto. Also, fundraising for a worthy charity, our own Sea Cadets, 

with an amazing amount raised thanks to you. It is clear that the spirit, 

camaraderie and passion for our club remains strong. 

 

I should like to extend a warm welcome to our new members who 

have recently joined us, we are thrilled to have you and look forward 

to sharing many wonderful experiences. Your enthusiasm and fresh 

perspectives are invaluable to our clubôs growth and success. 

 

In the coming months we have some exciting events lined up and I 

encourage everyone to make the most of these opportunities, to 

connect and make lasting memories, especially during our annual 

rally which is over the weekend of 13th, 14th and 15th September. 

 

Thank you for all your continued dedication and support to make our 

club what it is today. 

 

Chris  
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Sean and Julie are both committee members who are your Welfare 
Liaison Officers. 

 
Both can be found in the club most weekends if you need to have a 
chat to them with any problems or issues about the Island. 

Your Welfare Liaison Officers 

Get Involved With Your Club 
 
Work Party Dates 
 
Saturday 26th October 2024  Saturday 23rd November 2024  
Saturday 21st December 2024 Saturday 18th January 2025 
Saturday 22nd February 2025 Saturday 29th March 2025 
 
Wednesday Work Parties   
 
Wednesday Work Parties are currently running each week. 
All members are invited to help with various tasks around the island. 
 
See Malcolm Dawson or Ken Shaw if you require more information. 
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S.I.B.C. Crested Clothing  
If you would like to order garments, please call my mobile 07505 

787722 or e-mail me on elaineab@btinternet.com 

 

The garments come in various colours and sizes from children to 

adult sizes up to XXL. Kidôs garments are cheaper.  

 

Cheques or cash only please with cheques made payable to E A 

Chambers. Please note I have to order 8 garments at a time 

therefore, you might be waiting a while for your garments. I normally 

order about three times a year and your cash/cheques will not be 

banked until your garment arrives. 

 

Please feel free to call or e-mail me if you have any queries.  Please 

note that all prices are subject to change in January. 

Sweats crew neck - unisex Ã13.95 

Sweats V neck - unisex Ã14.40 

Cardigans - unisex Ã15.50 

Hooded tops - unisex Ã14.00 

100% cotton V neck jumper - unisex Ã19.20 

Fleeces - unisex Ã17.15 

Reversible shower proof jackets - unisex Ã24.65 

Heavyweight Storm reversible jacket - unisex Ã28.30 

Polo shirts - unisex Ã11.60 

Polo shirts -ladies fit Ã11.05 

Tipped polo shirts -unisex Ã12.75 

T Shirts Ã 5.95 

Baseball caps and acrylic ski hats can be purchased from 

Sarah at the bar. 
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STRAWBERRY ISLAND BOAT CLUB 
Milethorn Lane, Doncaster, DN1 2SU 

Telephone ï 01302 364954 
www.sibc.club 
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Committee Responsibilities  

Chris Drayton Plant 

Don Musgrave Slipway / Hardstanding 

Phil Jefferson Estate Manager / Cruise Master 

Lesley Drayton Membership Secretary / Galley Compliance 

Ken Collier Harbourmaster 

Shelley Brough Social Chair / Galley 

Malcolm Dawson and 

Ken Shaw 
Work Party Cordinators 

John Southcombe Maintenance Manager / Awards 

Derek Wildsmith Health and Safety 

Mick Marshall IT / GDPR 

Carole Thomas Administration / Club Compliance 

John Clark Fire Safety 

Trevor Bailey Bar Manager 

Julie Self Membersô Welfare Officer / Participation 

Keith Brough Showers / Pool Table / Social Shed 

Sean Carroll Participation / Keys and Fobs 

John Robinson Slipway / Hardstanding 
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You should all know that SIBC gets 5% commission on your 
Boat Licence if you renew through the club. 

 

Unfortunately, 40% of members do not use the club to renew their 
licence. This means we are losing out on a considerable sum of 
money each year, which could help to keep our mooring fees down! 

 

This year we have ólostô around Ã2000.  
 

It is unfair on the Members who do use the Club to renew their 
licence as they are contributing to Club funds and the others are not. 

 

You are probably already aware that when you licence your boat, 
the Canal and River Trust give an early payment discount of 2.5%. 
Another 2.5% discount is available if the licence is purchased online.                           

 

It is easy to renew your Licence: 
 

I will license your boat at the club or you can ring me on 07831 
169880 and I will do it over the phone. All you need is your boat 
index number and your up-to-date insurance details. Payment is by 

credit or debit card only. 
 

Please license your boat at SIBC as we earn 5% commission on 
each  licence, which helps to keep your mooring fees down. 

 

Just a note of caution.  CRT will automatically renew your 
licence when it is due if you have registered your card details 
with them and the Club will lose out on the commission! You 
need to log in to CRT and uncheck the automatic renewal box. 

Ring me if you need any help with this!  
 

Peter Harbon  Treasurer & Trustee 

 Licence YOUR Boat 
through your Club 

If you license your boat through the Club, you will still get the  
2.5% discount for purchasing on line as we license your boat 

via an agency website i.e. online. 
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NEW WAY TO PAY 
 
From August this year, Mooring Fees will be sent out by email. 
From December this year, the Membership Invoices will also be 
sent out by email.  Please make sure that we have your up-to-date 
email addresses. This will save a large cost in postage. 
 

If you do not have an email address, donôt worry, we can still post 
your invoice. Obviously, someone must print out the invoices, buy the 
envelopes and stamps and take these to the post. We would much 
prefer if you could receive an email. 
 

The Mooring and Membership invoices will be generated by Sage, our 
accounting system and payment can be made by clicking the óPAY 
NOWô tab and entering your card details. As soon as you make 
payment, the invoice will be marked ópaidô in Sage, saving a lot of time 
for the Treasurer, and gives a full picture of who has or has not paid. 
 

If you prefer, you can still pay over the Bar, but this method requires 
additional work especially for Sarah and Ian and also the Treasurer. 
Or you can pay with online banking, but this also creates more work 
for the Treasurer. 
 

We are constantly striving to improve the payment systems using 
modern technology. Please call me if you have any concerns or 
comments about the new system. 
 
Peter Harbon - Treasurer 

Treasurerôs  
Treasury 

 

5 litres for Ã10                 
Please ask at the bar                     
for further details                                  

Strawberry 
Island                     
Loo Blue 



 

Page 10  

Hello everyone, 
 
I feel pleased and honoured to write my first column in the Punnet but 
before I start, I would like to say thanks to Richard for his holding role 
over the last year. It would of course be remiss of me not to mention 
the massive contribution made to the club over many, many years by 
John and Jean Foster. As a team they set the standard that Ann and 
me now have to follow. There are big boots to be filled so please be 
patient with me until I get into full swing.  
 
I would like to think I am an approachable character so please donôt 
be shy about enquiries, as with the rest of the committee I am there 
for you. 
 
It has been a whirlwind experience so far but hard work is something 
that Ann and I have never shunned. I would like to say thank you to 
Ann and the current committee for their help and support during this 
settling in period. Not only have I been kept busy managing requests 
from new members for moorings and mooring exchanges from 
existing members but along with the amazing moorings team we have 
now covered about two thirds of the mainline moorings refurbishment. 
This work has now stopped for the season and will resume after the 
Rally in September. 
 
We have also completed several major repairs to other moorings 
around the island that were in desperate need of attention. Hopefully 
we can now throttle back a little and get in some boating and our own 
jobs attended to. 
 
Happy Boating, 
 
Ken. 
 
Ken can also be contacted by emailing harbourmaster@sibc.club 

Harbourmaster 
Matters 
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SOCIAL 2024 
Hello Everyone, 
 
I just wanted to take this opportunity to introduce you to the new 
social team and let you know about a few of the things that we have 
been working on and highlight some of the events that are coming up 
over the next few months. 
 
The new social committee consisting of myself, Sheila Jefferson, 
Mandy Atkinson, Trevor Bailey, Lesley Drayton, and Julie Self 
appreciates that many members donôt always get the chance to go 
out with their boats for extended periods of time during the summer 
season therefore we are looking to increase the frequency of events 
during these months.  
 
We've had great success with nights such as the very entertaining 
Blankety Blank and Play Your Cards Right event that we held in May. 
By the time you read this we should have also been entertained by 
Marina Mae paired with the infamous John Southcombeôs curry night 
and our very own Compere Chris and Sheila the Dealer hosting Play 
Your Cards Right. 
 
Our Friday night suppers are proving to be a hit, and we hope to see 
more members volunteer for the galley. These nights are a fantastic 
introduction to the galley and the social team is always around to help 
and advise. Please let us know if you are interested in participating. 
 
Weôre also thrilled to announce a brand-new online calendar! This 
calendar will keep you up to date with all the event information you 
need, and you can now find it displayed on a screen in the clubhouse. 
This way youôll never miss an event. 
 
In addition, here are a few other events that we are looking forward to 
hosting: 
¶ Jamaican themed food night with a Bob Marley tribute act in 

August 
¶ Return of the Mikron Theatre for a night of entertainment in 

September 
¶ Speed quiz and casino nights in October 
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We hope the events will provide more opportunities for everyone to 
get involved and enjoy the club and your participation and feedback 
are invaluable to us. Please donôt hesitate to share your ideas or 
volunteer to help either directly to one of the social team or via the 
new suggestions box which is due to go up in the clubhouse entrance 
soon.  
 
Keep an eye on the screen for the latest updates and upcoming 
events. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you all at the club! 
 
Shelley Brough 

OUT OF THE MOUTHS OF BABES 
 

In February 2024 Olly, Eydie and Lucy wrote a letter to the committee 

for permission to have some space of their own. It was decided to 

create them a space in the meeting room so they could have a toy 

box, drawers for pens and books, tv on the wall and even an X box. 

The intention being that this is for all children who visit the club.  Here 

is just a thank you from the children. 
 

Dear All 
 

We want to say a big thank you for listening to us and giving us a 

room to chillout in.  It means a lot to have a space where we can 

relax, hang out with friends and just be ourselves. 
 

Having our own room is really cool and we appreciate all the effort 

you put in to making it happen. Itôs made our time at the boat club 

even more fun and special. 
 

Thank you so much for making this possible for us.  We promise to 

take good care of it, keep it tidy and make the most of this awesome 

space. 
 

Thank you,  
 

Strawberry Island Kids  xxx 
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Dates for your Diary 
(All may be subject to additions or change) 

  

2024   

27th - 28th July Cruise to Pollington 

10th August Jamaican Food Night 

31st Aug - 1st Sept Cruise to SYBC 

13th - 15th September SIBC Rally Weekend 

24th September Mikron Theatre 

28th - 29th September Commodoreôs Cruise 

5th October Speed Quiz 

12th October Casino Night 

26
th
 - 27

th
 October Ghost Shipsô Cruise 

2nd November Laying Up Supper 

9th - 10th November  Bonfire Cruise 

16th November Ladiesô Night 

30th November Christmas Market 

7th December Christmas Sing-along 

14th December Christmas Draw Night 

15th December Christmas Dinner 

21st December Adult Christmas Party 

31st December  New Yearôs Eve Party 

  

2025  

1st January New Yearôs Day Cruise 
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Thank you to Nick Roberts of Trentlink (now known as Try The Trent!) 
for allowing us to publish the following article in Punnet.  

 
There's No Monsters Up Here! 
 
A lot of inland boaters have a fear of rivers, especially big rivers. Tidal 
rivers? Absolutely, they not going there! 
 
Consequently, while lockage numbers are dropping almost 
everywhere nationwide, the number of boats using the four locks onto 
the 43 miles of tidal Trent have dropped by almost a third since 2018.  
 
Does it matter? 
 
Well....the CRT Yorkshire and NE 
region holds some magnificent 
waterways and cities like York, 
Ripon, Doncaster, Sheffield, 
Leeds....and even Lincoln (which is 
in East Midlands region but is best 
accessed from the Trent), as well 
as many miles of rural and quiet 
waters, all await boating visitors. 
The delightful Chesterfield Canal 
and the óback doorô to all three trans
-Pennine canal routes are here, itôs a huge section of the UK 
waterways - yet they seem to be sadly underused and neglected. 
Why would CRT spend money where boaters don't go? 
 

Surprisingly, It's almost 100 
locks less to go from 
Braunston (down south!) to 
Castleford (up north!). Plus, 
the river locks are mostly 
mechanical, and often 
manned, while the trans-
Pennine routes have 
frequently suffered water 

shortages and unplanned stoppages in recent years. A bit of maths 
says 100 boats using the tidal Trent instead of ógoing roundô saves 
some 10,000 lock operations - wear and tear, and the associated 
water. In a system short of money and often short of water, that has to 
be worth saving - and keeping you moving! 
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So óTrentlinkô (now known as Try The 
Trent) was formed by boaters as a 
Facebook group in late 2021 to try to 
give inland boaters an additional source 
of information and óbest practiceô to help 
them plan for the river. We publish 
advice about óstrong streamsô that were 
not previously provided and encourage 
boaters to travel in groups as óBuddiesô. 
Anchors, charts, VHF, plus guidance on 
how the tides can be planned for, 
everything is provided as well as 
providing access to the knowledge and 
advice of the locals. Additionally, as the 
group becomes more established, we 
have formed a webpage with links to videos about accessing the 
locks and started to work with CRT to improve navigation markings 
and depth information. 

 
Early research as to why boaters wouldn't 
come to the river suggested most fears 
were based on gossip and rumours these 
often started by the bloke at the lock, who 
knew a bloke who had known a bloke who 
had gone aground in the river many years 
ago....most of which happened to poorly 
prepared boats. Unfortunately, bad news 
sticks but the vast majority of the 4000 
boats that passed through the tidal locks in 
2023 did so perfectly safely and most 
wondered what they worried about, many 
write to Trentlink to say so.  
 

No... itôs not a canalé but the tidal River Trent, with a little planning, 
can be used perfectly safely by well-maintained inland boats.  
 
óTrentlink - Safe Navigation of the Tidal River Trentô can help you with 
all you need to know! 
 
By Nick Roberts 
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CALEDONIAN CAPERS 
 
3pm on a very wet, windy 
Tuesday afternoon in 
October found us taking 
possession of Crusader, a 
36 foot, 6 berth cruiser. By 
the time we had finished the 
handover and moved 
aboard, it was nearly dark, 
with the nearest decent 
mooring a couple of hours 
cruising away we chose to spend the night moored at Laggan Locks 
hire base. The following day dawned dry and bright, still windy, but at 
least it wasn't raining. We decided to start our travels by heading 
south-west in the direction of Fort William, cruising the 10 mile length 
of Loch Lochy, through Gairlochy Lock and then a further 7 miles 
along the canal to Banavie where we would moor at the top of the 9-
lock Neptune's Staircase. 
 
We set off from Laggan mid-morning into a steady headwind. Out on 
the Loch the true strength of the wind became clear, it was lifting the 
surface into quite a chop and the boat was bumping and banging 
through each successive wave. Unnerving at first to a narrowboater it 
quickly became apparent that the boat was more than up to the task, 
so full speed ahead it was and the Nanni diesel pushed us along at 
the breakneck speed of 7 knots. It took us just a couple of hours to 
reach Gairlochy where the lockkeeper promptly took us down the 
lock. Every lock on the Caledonian Canal is manned and operated by 
a full-time lockkeeper who will instruct you on procedure and make 
sure you are roped correctly whilst the lock is filling or emptying. 

 
Once you enter the canal sections 
you are limited to 5 knots, but 
since these are quite narrow and 
twisty in places it's advisable to 
not exceed this anyway for safety 
reasons. Just through Moy swing 
bridge we encountered our first 
other moving vessel, a cargo 
vessel around 120 feet in length! 
Much bigger than us and not 

made of tupperware, we bravely hid to one side whilst she passed. 
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Within a couple of hours we had made our way to Banavie and 
moored up on the visitor moorings there. These come complete with 
electric hook-up at Ã5 per night and a water point. We were advised to 
fill up daily and since the inboard water tank was only 350 litres we 
didn't expect this to last the six of us much longer anyway. 
 

At Banavie you're about 3 
miles from Fort William. Ben 
Nevis and Aonach M¸r can be 
clearly seen to the East. We 
spent the rest of the day doing 
the tourist thing, we walked 
down Neptune's Staircase 
and watched P270 "Biter", a 
Royal Navy Archer class 
training vessel transit the 
locks. We'd last seen her in 
Albert dock in Liverpool back 
in May, so she was a fair way 

from her home base in Manchester. We then walked into Fort William, 
went to a cafe and wandered the shops before heading back. 
 
It became apparent that there was an issue with the Eberspecher 
heating system on the boat, it only worked when on shoreline, and for 
a brief time afterwards. The error lights indicating low voltage at other 
times. The nine lock run of Neptuneôs staircase is out of bounds to 
hire craft so we were already at the south-western limit of our journey. 
Our next step was to head back up the Great Glen, retracing our path 
of the previous day. It was an easy decision to drop in at the hire base 
to see if they could fix the heating. 
 
The following morning was damp, 
showers and low hill cloud cut 
visibility down to a few hundred 
metres out on Loch Lochy. We shared 
the lock with a family aboard a yacht, 
faster than our boat, but her mast 
provided a good marker to follow 
across the lock. That is until the fog 
came down and obscured everything 
around us. After that Google maps came to the rescue and I told Ray, 
who was at the helm, to keep the blue dot in the middle of the loch! 
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We spent that night at the hire base, and eventually we convinced 
them that it wasn't a user issue with the heating system. After a quick 
poke with a multimeter they concluded that the alternator had failed 
and also that they hadn't got a spare! Fortunately for us we were at 
the end of the season and they had plenty of boats tied up with few 
customers. We were handed the keys to "Magnifique" a 48 foot 10 
berth cruiser, much larger and better equipped than Crusader had 
been. A powerful hydraulic bow-thruster also meant that manoeuvring 
this behemoth was a breeze. Additionally, they credited us with a full 
quota of engine hours, which are paid for separately, meaning we 
really had no concerns about using them all up and being charged 
excess. 
 
Our next leg of the journey we passed up Laggan Locks and cruised 
along a short canal stretch passing through the swing bridge at 
Invergarry and into Loch Oich, which is the "top" of the Caledonian 
Canal. Care must be taken transiting Loch Oich, since it is quite 
shallow, you must stick to the marked channel, keeping red marker 
buoys to the west and green to the east. A number of wrecks litter the 
shoreline here, and you hope these are not as a result of poor 
navigation or careless handling. 
 
After Loch Oich another swing 
bridge at Aberchalder heralds the 
next canal stretch, 5 miles long 
with a lock at Cullochy and 
another at Kytra, before you 
arrive at the top of the five lock 
staircase at Fort Augustus, the 
mid-point of the Caledonian 
Canal. Fort Augustus is at the 
southern end of Loch Ness, and 
though a bit of a tourist trap it does provide a bit of civilisation in what 
would otherwise be a wild and remote region. Plus, it has three pubs, 
a Spar shop and a petrol station for much needed supplies. 
 
We stayed the night on the visitor moorings above the locks before 
heading down next day (after lunch, since the lockkeepers had gone 
AWOL) and we briefly became a tourist attraction for the masses. 
Then we set off to cruise the length of Loch Ness. The second largest 
loch in Scotland after Loch Lomond, 23 miles long and over a mile 
wide for much of that. Loch Ness is a substantial body of water. Being 
in such a mountainous region, conditions on the loch can change 
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significantly in a short space of time. We weren't to be disappointed! 
In just four hours we experienced glorious sunshine, strong winds, 
torrential rain and thick fog. There was added spice each time we 
crossed over the wake of one of the numerous tour cruisers that ply 
their trade on Loch Ness. Even this late in the season, there are hosts 
of tourists, both foreign and domestic, wanting to go out on the loch to 
spot Nessie. 
 
Eventually we reached the northern end of the loch, marker buoys 
guide you to the entrance to Loch Dochfour and to the last stretch of 
canal before Inverness. It's important once more to heed the marker 
buoys here, if you stray too far right you could end up on the fast 
flowing River Ness heading towards the Murray Firth. Hazards 
avoided, we were too late in the day to pass through Dochgarroch 
Lock, so tied up once more on visitor moorings for the night, next to 
two huge catamaran tour boats which berth there. 

 
Next day we passed 
through the lock, taking 
time to admire the array 
of yachts and cruisers 
moored below. Less 
than an hour later we 
arrived at the paired 
swing-bridges of 
Torvean and 
Tomnahurich, both 
operated by the same 

Lockkeeper from his modern, air-conditioned eyrie. It's only a short 
cruise then to the northern limit of navigation for hire boats, just 
beyond the only other hire base on the Caledonian Canal. This time 
operated by Caley Cruisers. There were no decent moorings to be 
had, so we retreated through the swing bridges and tied up on the 
visitor moorings opposite the rugby club. There's a park adjacent to 
the canal, complete with an 18 " hole", free to play, frisbee golf 
course. Definitely worth a go if you're feeling energetic. We spent two 
nights here since Inverness has a lot to offer, with pubs, shopping, 
eating out and entertainment all on the doorstep. 
 
The weather forecasters were starting to talk about the impending 
arrival of Storm Babet, so, not wanting to be caught out on the highly 
exposed Loch Ness we set off back on the return leg of our 
adventure. We had enough time before the storm to overnight on the 
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loch, so chose the visitor moorings at Drumnadrochit, near Urquart 
Castle for our stay. It's about a one mile walk into the village, so, 
unless you have a burning urge to buy a tartan scarf or stuffed Nessie 
toy, then I wouldn't bother. 
 
We moored overnight at this small basin, and were contacted next 
morning by the hire base, who asked us to make sure we were off the 
lock by the end of the day, to avoid the worst of the storm. But since 
this was our plan anyway it was no inconvenience. We cruised the 
remainder of Loch Ness without incident and tied up below the 
staircase alongside 5 or 6 other boats, mostly from Caley Cruisers, 
also needing shelter from the tempest. Before the locks opened up a 
flotilla of three more Royal Navy, Archer class training vessels arrived 
and queue jumped, going into the locks before us. We shared our lock 
with several other cruisers, and also with P264 "Archer" the first boat 
in this class of fast inshore patrol vessel, and allegedly the best 
(though since this was from a crewman aboard her, there may be a 
hint of bias). P175 "Example" and P164 "Explorer" shared the lock 
chamber ahead of us. 
 
We spent two nights moored above the locks, whilst Storm Babet 
blew itself out. It didn't rain much, though at times it was very windy 
but it did give us a great opportunity to go walking in the forest and 
foraging for wild hedgehog mushrooms for tea! We also managed a 
pub crawl of the three pubs which lie alongside the locks. 
 
Our final full day aboard "Magnifiqueò dawned sunny, clear and fair 
and saw us take a steady cruise through Loch Oich and the various 
locks and bridges back to the hire base. The rest of the day was spent 
packing bags in readiness for our departure next morning. 
 
In total we spent 11 nights aboard our Le Boat hire. Although, in 
reality the Caledonian Canal could be ticked off in perhaps as little as 
four days cruising, even so late in the season. The additional time did 
afford us the opportunity to take our time and explore. It is however 
quite an expensive undertaking, costing not far short of Ã3000 plus 
fuel for the basic package that we took, so not something we can 
afford to do too often. As a bucket list item though I can thoroughly 
recommend it. On our return journey we stopped just outside 
Edinburgh to visit the Kelpies and also take a tour boat journey up the 
Falkirk Wheel. Neither of these should be missed.  
 
By Duncan Wright 
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Narrowboats to London 
 
Doncaster's farewell, a narrowboat's dream,  
Not down the Trent's flow, a different scheme.  
Leeds and Liverpool's path, a course we unfold,  
Bingley's five locks, 250 years to behold. 
 
Skipton's embrace, a quaint market's hum,  
Then onward we venture, ótil to Wigan we come.  
Twenty-one locks, a staircase so grand,  
A watery challenge, expertly manned. 
 
Bridgewater's welcome, a tranquil domain,  
Trent and Mersey's red water, but still in the rain.  
Coventry's spirit, Birmingham's beat,  
Frazeley's haven, a mooring so sweet. 
 
Oxford's allure, by a landslip denied,  
Birmingham and Warwick, our new course we tried.  
On Grand Union's waters, through Braunston we glide,  
Little Venice's magic, narrowboats decked with pride. 
 
IWA Cavalcade, a festival's delight,  
A tapestry of boats, under the sun's light.  
The Thames beckons next, a campaign to embrace,  
Memories we'll carry, from this watery space. 
 
So, raise a glass to two narrowboat's might,  
From Doncasterôs start to the Thames's shining light.  
Canals in our wake, a journey untold,  
A narrowboat's adventure, forever to hold. 
 
By Hazel Owen - Chair of AWCC 
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Beauty Aboard 
 
(The Naked Truth) 
 
 
The Preparation ï One week before  
 
¶ Wash and iron underwear, tee shirts, bedding and towels. 
¶ Purchase, three tea dresses, one pair of white skinny jeans, two 

pairs of sandals and a silky nightie.  
¶ Purchase, Factor 50 face cream, serum with Hyaluronic acid, 

Miscella water cleanser, night cream, eye cream and face 
wipes. 

¶ Pack ancient gardening fleece and baggy arsed leggings for 
emergencies. 

 
Day one of trip 
 
Morning:   
 
¶ Shower, wash and condition hair.   
¶ Brush teeth for three minutes.  
¶ Prepare face with Micellar cleanser, followed by Factor 50 day 

cream, primer, foundation, and mascara.  Just a touch of nude 
lippy. 

¶ Choose freshly laundered matching pants and bra, socks, new 
white jeans and a clean top. 

¶ Dry and straighten hair. 
 

Evening: 
 
¶ Brush teeth for three minutes and floss. 
¶ Cleanse face with face wipes and Micellar cleanser, apply toner, 

night cream and eye cream. 
¶ Put on clean silky nightie. 
¶ Neatly fold the days clothes into drawer and dirty clothes in 

separate óto washô bag. 
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Day four of trip 
 
Morning 
 
¶ Quick strip wash with flannel. 
¶ Scrub face with same flannel and slap on Factor 50 day cream. 
¶ Apply talc to greasy fringe. 
¶ Brush teeth. 
¶ Choose baggy arsed leggings, tee shirt and gardening fleece 

top as unable to remove lock mechanism grease from white 
jeans. 

¶ Locate yesterdayôs socks and pants from floor. 
 
Evening 
 
¶ Give face a wipe with a damp hand towel and Toilet Duck 
¶ Remove all clothes, except the tee shirt and yesterdayôs pants. 
¶ Chuck discarded clothing on the floor. 
¶ Clean teeth on pillowcase 
 
Day 10 of trip 
 
Morning 
 
¶ Briefly consider a shower then decide a swift face and ófoo fooô 

swab with a pan scrub will suffice. 
¶ Tie limp hair in style of a Chelsea face lift. 
¶ Retrieve baggy arsed leggings and gardening fleece off floor 

and wear for 8th day running, noting faint whiff of last night's 
curry.  Excited to note possible weight loss as baggy arsed 
leggingséhuge.   Then crushed to realise they were husbandôs 
long johns. 

¶ Turn pants and socks inside out and put on. 
¶ Use left sock to clean teeth. 

 
Evening 
 
¶ Go to bed fully clothedéé. with wine. 
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Day 11 of trip 
 
Morning 
 
¶ Finish off wine. 
¶ Get out of bed in yesterdayôs clothes.  Remain in said clothes 

for 9th day running. 
¶ Liberally spray oneself with Peony scented air freshener to hide 

musty odour and scrape dried egg stain from baggy arsed 
leggings. 

¶ Scrape lank hair into husbandôs óBrew Dogô Beanie hat. 
¶ Clean teeth on sleeve of gardening fleece on the way to the 
charity shop with; three tea dresses, one pair of white skinny 
jeans (slightly stained), two pairs of sandals and a silky nightie.  

 
The truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. 
 
By Ally Marr 

ANY SPECIALISED COVER WORK

Marine, Agricultural and Industrial Covers

Transport, Pick-Up and Cab Covers

Easy Sheets, Boat Hoods, Canopies, Trimmings, Boat Hoods, 

and Jet Ski Covers. Pond liners and Tents. 

Repairs and Alterations      

Ring Sean Leng: Mobile 07970 936790 or 01482 568629

Where Quality Counts

BOAT COVER
SPECIALISTSS P L
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A Potted History of Lock 13 on the Sheffield and South 
Yorkshire Navigation - Long Sandall 
 
I have been asked by members about the history of Long Sandall on 
various occasions and there was an intention to invite a group to the 
area to do a site visit and history talk. Unfortunately, (and I am sure 
you have noticed if you have cruised past recently) that the old farm 
has now been knocked down and a rather unsightly fence has been 
erected to prevent you from walking on this land. It is only a matter of 
time before this is developed although, the land has been listed due to 
the archaeological remains that are thought to be there which include 
a Roman fort and settlement. 
 

This is an article that I wrote for Canal and River Trust which at some 
point will be included in a ówhereôs, whereô type publication. The 
intention is to help the public enjoy the waterways more. You get a 
sneak preview and I hope it will help you to understand the changes 
that have taken place at this very special lock.  
 

Lock 13 sits within the small hamlet of Long Sandall and is 
approximately three miles from Doncaster Town Lock. Long Sandall is 
mentioned in the Domesday Book and was at one time a large village 
with farms and agricultural land. Today only six properties survive 
these being; Lock Cottage, 1-4 The Cottages, and Rose Cottage (at 
the far end of the hamlet). 
 

Lock Cottage (dormer bungalow) is a replacement for the original lock 
cottage which was constructed in stone and brick and demolished in 
1970. Parts of the original wall can still be seen in the Lock Cottage 
garden. 
 

1-4 The Cottages are Grade II listed buildings and are an example of 
early social housing built by the council in 1869. Prior to this there 
was the Wheatsheaf Public House on this site. 
 

Rose Cottage is a former coaching house thought to have been built 
in 1842. 
 

Behind the Grade II listed cottages is Ardagh Glassworks (second 
largest private employer in Doncaster) and if you follow the Canal 
towards Barnby Dun you will find remnants of a bygone age when 
Pilkington Glass also had a huge glassworks here. 
 

If you take time to walk around the lock area you will notice some 
interesting features as this has changed dramatically over the years. 
The lock you see was built in 1959 and then further lengthened in 



 

Page 26  

1980. If you walk over the top gates and onto the bridge (crossing 
over the bywash), looking downstream you will notice indentations in 
the wall. This is where the original lock, completed in 1729, was 
situated. The two lock chambers have now made the lock island that 
you see today. 
 

Looking across the lock island you will notice many boats moored. 
These boats are on CRT leisure moorings and are behind locked 
gates so the public are not allowed in this area. 
 

If you take a walk over the bridge towards the visitor moorings then 
you will find a gate into a quiet garden, perfect for sharing a picnic or 
barbeque. Long Sandall has also hosted one marriage in this area in 
recent years.  
 

Continue on the path towards the end of the visitor moorings and you 
will find yourself on the old packhorse bridge (Sandall Bridge). The 
River Don originally flowed where the canal and old lock are now and 
the structure bridged the river. The Don has been diverted in this area 
and now flows separately to the canal in the Wheatley Cut. As there is 
no need for the bridge it has been sealed with brick and a clay bund. 
There is also a good sideways view of the bridge if you go back into 
the garden and look over the fence towards the canal. You will also 
note that the orientation of the bridge shows that the Don flowed on a 
different alignment to where it does today. 
 

When you return along the path you will notice a gate where you can 
get access to the embankment. The embankment had a railway line 
at one time and Long Sandall had its very own station or halt. The 
railway was probably at a much lower level than the current 
embankment as old maps show the line going underneath the existing 
railway.  There was also a link to join to the train line we see today. 
From archives we do know that you would have been able to travel 
from Doncaster to Thorne along the canal bank but it is unclear 
whether this would have been for passengers or freight. This railway 
was built by the canal company but unfortunately there is no visible 
evidence of this today. From here though you can get a great view of 
the Don and also the present day railway line which is often busy with 
commuter trains and freight. 
 

If you would like to read more about Long Sandall and the area 
please refer to Paul Stampôs research. You can find this linked on the 
Save Long Sandall Facebook page or in the County Archives in the 
City of Doncaster. 
 

By Donna Ward 
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NATIONWIDE

NARROWBOATS
S A L E S

"G ood  a t S ell ing  B oa ts"

Hatfield road, thorne, DN8 5RA
Telephone 07500403640

Opening hours    8 am - 8 pm

NEW AND USED BOATS ALWAYS FOR SALE
BOAT BROKERAGE 

 BOATS BOUGHT FOR CASH
PART EXCHANGE CONSIDERED

E-Mail:  nnbsales@gmail.com

www.nationwidenarrowboatsales.co.uk
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2024 Rally 
 
This yearôs rally will be held on the weekend of 13th, 14th and 15th 
September and plans are coming on at a rate of knots. Invitations 
have been sent out and flyers have been taken by those out on the 
water already to pass on the good news. If anyone has yet to set sail, 
please take some flyers with you and distribute them to lock keepers, 
marinas and canal side pubs as well as individual boaters with whom 
you pal up over the summer. 
 
The committee has met regularly since before Christmas and are 
bouncing ideas, doing the necessary research and sharing out the 
tasks that will ensure a good event.  At the last meeting they selflessly 
disregarded their waistlines for the common good and had a pie 
tasting to make sure that we got the best possible pie for the Pie and 
Peas on Friday night. It was a difficult decision and several second 
tastings had to be made just to be sure, but we are delighted with the 
final choice.  
 
Bob and Berylôs son, Tony Walsh, has kindly offered to entertain us 
that evening with modern songs and get the celebrations of all things 
boating off to a fantastic start. 
 
Saturday will kick off with the flag ceremony. We have signed up stall 
holders many and various, some familiar faces and some new ones. 
We have entertainment arranged for the whole day on the centre 
stage (supplied by Chris Riley ï many grateful thanks, Chris) music, 
dancing, merriment and what-not, including a performance from our 
very own Rickety Rockers, now led (in the singing department and in 
the absence of our much missed, lovely Norman) by Strawberry 
Islandôs answer to Rod Stewart, Keith Brough Esquire! 
 
There will be cakes and more cakes at The Paradise Caf® and more 
savoury offerings from the BBQ and Shelleyôs Chippy. Bill will be 
running his Real Ale Beer Festival again from two sites ï the 
Waterside Bar, near the Clubhouse will be offering brews from Devon 
together with real Devon Pasties whilst the Island Bar will serve more 
home-grown real ales. Sarah and Ian will have the Clubhouse Bar 
open all day with their usual selection of drinks. The children will be 
entertained by Jamie and it is anticipated that he will be supported by 
a balloon man and a face painter. They will also have their own quiet 
corner for when they need to catch their breath. Our four-legged 
friends have not been forgotten and there will be the usual dog show 
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é. And some alpacas! And the duck raceé. we cannot forget the 
duck race! 
 
After a short break, we will reconvene in the Clubhouse for a light 
supper and the main entertainment of the weekend provided by the 
inimitable Razor Holler. They enjoyed themselves so much last year 
that they have agreed to come back!  
The Commodore will draw the Grand Raffle before the end of the 
evening. 
 
Sunday morning will start with the usual super-duper deluxe full 
cooked breakfast. This year we are planning to have two sittings to 
spread the load on the cooks and waiters a little bit. David has agreed 
to be our auctioneer once again towards the end of the morning as 
things wind down. 
 
Sheila is organising our volunteer helpers and will be inviting 
everyone to sign up for a two hour shift a little later in the summer. We 
are hoping to have enough volunteers to ensure that everyone has 
the chance to do their bit to help and have plenty of time to enjoy the 
rally with their family and friends. If we do not get enough volunteers, 
then stalls and sideshows will be closed early. The other thing we 
must confirm is that the super-duper deluxe breakfast will be the only 
meal for which we will sell tickets in advance, starting on Friday night. 
Everything else will be first come, first served. We will do our best to 
accommodate dietary requirements where we know about them in 
advance but cannot guarantee to be able to do so. 
 
I apologise if I have missed out someone or somethingééI shall 
blame that on the post honeymoon haze! 
 
See you all there, 
 
Mandy 
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Blue Star Surveys

Marine Surveyor and

Boat Safety Scheme Examiner

Mike Boulton
Tel:01405-769129 or 07930-384143

Prompt and Professional Service

Web Site:  www.bluestarsurveys.co.uk

Email:      info@bluestarsurveys.co.uk

Doncaster Plastics have over 30 yrs combined experience in the 

design, manufacture and supply of plastic products. We are          

specialists in custom plastic fabrication for industrial, commercial 

and home use. 

 Doncaster Plastics

Unit 4, East Lane, 

Stainforth,       

Doncaster        

DN7 5HF
Telephone                

01302 350066

We offer a bespoke plastic fabrication      

service with quality and customer service at 

the heart of our operation.                           

We have a long history for manufacturing 

cost effective high quality plastic parts and 

products.
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Premier Paint Supplies
Telephone: 01302 323202

Premierpaintsupplies@hotmail.co.uk

We are a family business established in 1998 

We have  extensive resources, product knowledge and advice

And have the widest choice of paint, wall coverings and curtain and             

upholstery fabrics in Doncaster

Choose from a huge variety of quality paint 

brands from the major trade names to the     

bespoke designer colour palettes of The Little 

Greene Paint Company,  Sanderson & Paint 

Library. All mixed in store with even more 

choice available on short lead times such as 

Zoffany and the specialist Eco-friendly,      

Earthborn Clay Paint.

Browse through our huge Wallpaper pattern 

book library for the latest designs for stunning, 

individual feature walls or subtle textures for 

adding interest and warmth to larger areas. 

Choose from the distinctive modern designs 

of Harlequin, Eco, Today Interiors,           

Casamance & Casadeco. The superb unique, 

fine art inspired Cole & Son & Zoffany.     

The timeless, classic looks of Sanderson,    

Farrow & ball or Boras Tapater and many 

more.

We have an extensive Fabric library 

featuring everything from elegant 

plains to expressive bold  designs for 

stunning curtains, blinds or          

upholstery. Opulent silks, satins,  

velvets and more in an wide array of 

colours to suit any scheme. We offer 

a recommended making up service 

with professionals of over twenty 

years experience including hand

sewn curtain making and extensive 

upholstery skills.

Many brands offer coordinating 

Wallpapers and Fabrics to give a  

truly harmonised look for a home 

with the minimum amount of       

hassle. 

Call in and see us at                           

Polydon Park, Milethorne Lane,     

Doncaster. DN1 2SU
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Ask Agatha  
 

Our Resident Agony Aunt - Always there to help 

with your boating conundrums and worries. 
 

 
Dear Agatha, 
 
I live in a small town in North Yorkshire and we currently have a small 
cruiser moored in the local marina. An acquaintance of mine is 
moored at a boat club in Doncaster and we are considering joining 
her there.  
 
However, the lady in question has been telling me about some of the 
goings on that have been happening there over the last few years. 
We were always of the impression that it was a rather upmarket chi 
chi kind of club (exactly the kind of place we would fit in well) but Iôve 
heard tales of a strange woman impersonating a famous clairvoyant 
and apparently she was seen walking around wearing a cardboard 
box in a state of intoxication.  
 
I also heard rumours of a phantom racing driver doing wheel spins on 
the croquet lawn, and most shockingly the previous commodore was 
a lady would you believe!  
 
Tales have been told of one of the members taking a full toilet 
cassette on a bus for a joyride, and one couple even have a sloth 
onboard that they leave with other unsuspecting boaters. Personally, I 
think the RSPCA should be involved with them!   
 
Iôm not really sure if we are quite ready for all this racy and reckless 
behaviour. 
 
I suppose the lady in question does have a bit of a drink problem as 
sheôs rarely seen without a vodka in her hand, and I heard that 
recently she nearly choked to death on a magic mushroom! Do you 
think she may have made it all up to keep it to herself? 
 
In your opinion Agatha, should we take the plunge so to speak?  
 

Baffled of Boroughbridge  
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Dear Baffled of Boroughbridge 
 
When I read your letter Iôm afraid I thought óhereôs a cheeky monkey 
trying to pull poor Agathaôs leg!ô Of course such bizarre events cannot 
really have happened. A drunken woman walking round in a 
cardboard box? If this is true, that ladyôs problems are too serious 
even for me to advise on! 
 
However, as a professional agony aunt I am willing to give you the 
benefit of the doubt and I will try my best to address your problem. 
 
Firstly, you must understand that boaters are nautical types and 
sailors are known for their high jinks and having a girl in every port (or 
every mooring in this case). So  it is not unlikely that there will be a lot 
of rowdy and rambunctious behaviour when they all get together, 
especially if drink is taken. On the other hand, I would agree that 
some of the goings on you describe are more than just healthy, 
mischievous fun. 
 
You sound a very moral, upright sort of person- no bad thing in my 
opinion! Your friend may be warning you that you will find the club a 
little too ómodernô for your liking. Or as you suspect, she may be 
having a high old time and doesnôt want you there, watching with a 
disapproving face. 
 
My advice is that it is your absolute duty to join the club and make 
sure you report every little misdemeanour to the appropriate 
authorities. They will surely thank you for it in the end!  
 
 

Good Luck, Agatha  

In your Winter 

2024 edition of 

Punnet: 

Trip-Islander ð Your SIBC canal review. 
Next edition ð The Welsh Waterways. 

Submit your review now to punnet@sibc.club 

Your cruise logs, disasters, funny stories. 
Itôs your stories that make your Punnet so 
submit your articles now to punnet@sibc.club 
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Located between Mexborough

 Low & Top Locks.

Beside the Sheffield & South Yorkshire

Navigation, North Side.

Telephone 01709 579599 for bookings

- your -
Birthday
- On us -

Enjoy a free main course

and birthday cake on us
Birthday specials only honoured 

on the day of your birthday

(proof required)

Great food and drink in a rural setting

Pastures Lodge

Eating Out? Travelling by Boat? 

Moor your craft directly outside

Food Served              

11.45am to 9pm daily     

and                            

11.45am to 9.30pm Fridays 

Also Breakfast is served                

7 days a week                              

See our web site for more 

details and for all our  

forthcoming events 
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The Boaterôs Kitchen 

 
The aim of the Boaterôs Kitchen is to provide you with tasty food 
which can be easily made on your boat. This edition Teresa Robinson 
has chosen one of her recipes and she says that, óThe Irish Brack is 
always a favourite and so easy to do even on the boat. It is very 
useful as it keeps well and is especially good with a crumbly 
Wensleydale cheeseô.  
 
 
Irish Brack 
 
Ingredients: 
 
¶ 500g (1lb) mixed dried fruit  
¶ 200g (7oz) soft brown sugar  
¶ 300ml cold tea 
¶ I egg, beaten 
¶ 275g (9ozs) self-raising flour 
 
Makes one 1kg (2lb) loaf. I make 2 as it keeps well. 
 
Method: 
 
¶ Put the fruit, sugar and tea in a bowl and leave for 3 hours or 

until the tea is absorbed. (I usually leave it overnight).  
¶ Beat in the egg and flour. 
¶ Pour into a lined and greased 1kg (2lb) loaf tin and bake in a 

preheated moderate oven for 1hour 30mins to 2 hours Gas 
Mark 4, 180ÁdegreesC (350ÁF).  

¶ Turn on to a wire rack to cool.  
 
Serve with butter. 
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A SPRING ADVENTURE FOR SELBY 
 

I had a fantastic time with Donna and Mick on their 

narrowboat óArMutchô. Sometimes I worked very 

hard helping with the locks but they really looked 

after me. I really didnôt enjoy being in the box on my 

way back to Doncaster but I didnôt cry and Teresa 

and John made me very welcome. I was really 

excited when John came in with my óbrotherô! 

 

Before we went away I was very spoilt and had a 
real treat when John took me out in his shiny red 
Morris 1000 van. Heôs only been for very short 
runs before but because I was with him we went all 
the way to Thorne! I was pleased it was a good trip 
and I didnôt need to push him home! He told me he 
persuaded Teresa to let him buy his óprojectô in 
lockdown and has been working on it on and off 
since then. He even had to have his garage 
extended to accommodate it! Itôs a good thing 

Teresa is so patient and understanding! (Sheôs hoping his next project 
will involve something with 2 seats and a V8 engine!) 
 
I couldnôt wait to set off on another holiday 
and Teresa was so excited! I was very good 
in the car but wasnôt sure what they meant 
about looking for the óAngel of the Northô but 
then there it was! Itôs huge! Very soon we 
were in Alnwick and there is a place called 
óBarter booksô where Teresa likes to go. Iôve 
never seen so many books! We had a huge 

bag full when 
we came out. 
We left Alnwick 
and very soon we were crossing the 
causeway to Holy Island. The tide was 
just going out so the roads was very 
wet. John says the Island is best when 
the tide is in and most people have left 
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the Island. Sometimes people take risks and the 
R.N.L.I. have to rescue them. While we were there, 
they were called out 4 times to silly people who 
thought they could still drive across. We stayed in a 
beautiful cottage and we could see the sea and 
Lindisfarne Castle. This is me in the garden.  
 
It was Bank Holiday and we 
went for a wander around the 

village. None of the houses or cottages have 
numbers, they all have names and look what we 
found! Selby House used to be a pub! Just around 

the corner we found one for my 
Mum!  
 
We had a lovely time on the 
Island and on Wednesday we watched them 
filming a new Danny Boyle movie. I was a bit 
disappointed when they said they didnôt need me 
as an extra. One day we went to St Cuthberts 
Beach looking for óCuddy Beadsô. They are 300 
million years old and were once the stems of sea 

lilies. They are really tiny but we managed to find 20! I had to wear the 
sunhat that Teresa lent me when it 
was very sunny. Itôs a special hat 
that she walked 26.2 miles round 
Edinburgh in the middle of the night 
to get! She raised lots of money for 
Breast Cancer so I could 
understand why she did it though. 
This is a óCuddy Beadô on Johnôs 
finger. 
 
On Friday we walked across to St Cuthbertôs Island which you can 
only do when the tide is out. Sometimes people walk across and sit 
down to enjoy the sunshine and the peace and quiet but they forget 
the tide comes in very quickly and they canôt get back. Itôs not even 
safe to swim because the current is so strong so they have to spend 
about five hours depending on the tide before they can walk back! 
John would never have let that happen to me! 
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I was a bit worried about having to leave on Saturday because Teresa 
said she might kick and scream. She didnôt ócos I had a little word and 
told her John had promised she can go again. 
 

We stopped at Bamburgh Castle on the way 
home and Lord Armstrong told me there has 
been a Castle there since 547AD. Itôs one of 
very few Castles that is privately owned. 
 
 (I saw John checking the radiators and then 
he muttered something about being pleased 
he wasnôt paying their heating bill! It was a 
really warm day outside as well!) I was 
pleased they took me round there because 
Iôd been able to see it from my bedroom 
window. I could see the Aurora Borealis on 
Friday night which was really spectacular. 

 
I was very sad when we got back to Doncaster but excited to see my 
Mum and give her some special chocolates. I wonder where my next 
trip will be?       

The Honey Pot Bears

B.O.M.

Batteries

Suppliers of 

Lead Acid

VRLA-AGM-Gel

Maintenance free

LiFePO4

Lightweight technology

Email: sales@bombatteries.co.uk

www.bombatteries.co.uk
Or phone Nigel on 

07768 466169

Office: 22b, South Street, Owston Ferry, Doncaster. DN8 1RP

All types of batteries and chargers for cars, trucks, tractors,

marine, motor cycles, mobility, leisure and golf
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Strawberry Island Dogs (Again)  

Right, finally Iôve been procrastinating long enough about writing this 

article so from when I first asked for an introduction or a reintroduction for 

a few of our pets weôve had a few now have crossed Rainbow Bridge, my 

little Feebs being one. At time of writing we have been waiting outside 

Wigan for the past 10 days as we are booked on the Ribble Link for July, 

(weôve just found out yesterday thatôs not actually going to happen now) 

but thatôs another story é so instead Iôll get on with this one, letôs start 

with a quote, one of a few Iôve been given by Trevor Bailey é Thank you 

Trevor  

A dog can express more with his tail in minutes, than his owner can 

express with his tongue in hours.  

Hereôs my doggie duo, Iôm sure most of you have met 

them but hereôs Phoebe sheôs a 13 year old Cairn 

Terrier (Terrorist) and then thereôs Rory heôs 6 and 

heôs a Sprocker Spaniel, they both adore the boat life, 

long walks and pub lunches. Rory particularly likes 

rolling in anything 

smelly and swimming 

in the canal, Feebs 

just likes people and 

will be happy to provide anyone with a 

cuddle. Since I wrote this Feebs has 

now gone to doggy heaven sadly and 

sheôs very missed.  

My name is Pablo! I look quite big and scary but as a 

rule this is my preferred position and I can lay like 

this for hours so please don't disturb!   My 

mum loves me and thinks I'm cute and 

handsome....my dad not so much! I don't like the 

boat I don't like walking. I don't like the Sun. Iôm not 

fussed about being stroked...I do just like to wander 

about minding my own business. I am a well-

behaved boy (to an extent) and tend to ignore other 

dogs if I have my own space. If you think I'm cute and come over to 

stroke me I will probably turn the other way...please don't be offended but 



I really just can't be bothered....so yeah, I'm an absolute delight! ό  ό   

Hello, my name is Parker and Iôm new and I 

have some big paw prints to fill! Right now Iôm 

just a little shit and if I 

donôt behave Iôm going 

back apparently! é. Now 

Parker is a big boy so 

hereôs an updateé. My 

name is Parker and when 

I was a puppy I looked like this but now I am a big 

boy and go out to work sometimes sniffing for lost 

people, I love to find them because I get loads of 

treats ᶥ  ɩ . Oh, and my sister Po is so big and 

scary. 

  Happiness is a warm puppy - Charles 

M Schultz  

This is WowzeréWowzer the miniature 

schnauzer!  

 

Hello, peeps my name is Bella Bugger well 

that's wot dad calls me sometimes it's Bella 

Baby or Bell B.... but mum says that's rude. 

Anyways I like this boating cos I like 

swimming. I went for a surprise swim this 

morning! Think it was more a surprise for 

my hoomans! I managed to get to the bank 

before they spotted me then a big cow 

chased me back into the water! I swam 

back to the boat cos they were waving to 

me. The fishermen were all waving as well, 

I think they were saying I was a good 

swimmer! Anyways dad pulled me back 

onto the boat and mum wrapped me in a 

towel. Said something about rivers are dangerous! ?? I love walks but 

hate that lead thing, I calls it a tow rope. ᵷ    


