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EDITORIAL 

Welcome to the Spring edition of Punnet 
 
With Christmas a distant memory and all of the shenanigans 
that go with it, we march on into Spring; one of my favourite 
times of year. Hopefully this year promises perfect boating with 
fantastic weather and good company éwell we can all dream. 
 
In this edition of Punnet we say goodbye to Hazel as 
Commodore and ring in the new with Chris Drayton taking the 
helm and his new committee. A list of the new committee can be 
found on page 7.  
 
Look out for Selby on the cut this year as he will readily jump 
ship and join you on your adventure. Remember to post his 
adventures with you on our Facebook page if he does. One of 
our readers suggested that we should take Punnet with us 
wherever we travel and post this too on Facebook, just to see 
how far we can get it to travel. I believe this was originally 
introduced by John Burke when he edited Punnet. As usual 
John cannot resist sending his adventures in Ireland to us (they 
seem to involve plenty of pubs) so the latest from Sharron and 
John is on page 24. We also have Alan and Caroleôs adventures 
en-route to Boston (not USA) on page 30. 
 
The Awards Night was fabulous this year, if you missed it then 
read all about it on page 16. 
 
The Punnet Team are also extremely proud to announce after 
many years of entering the AWCC competition for óBest Club 
Magazineô that we are the trophy winners of this competition for 
2023. This means that we hold the trophy for one year, have a 
lovely plaque to keep as a memento and also have the honour 
of judging this yearôs competition. So, keep up the hard work 
sending in your articles, poems, recipes, tips and travel logs 
(plus anything else you fancy) as you are responsible for 
winning the competition. Well done all. 
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If you have something we can include in the Summer edition 
please send to punnet@sibc.club. I will be producing the next 
edition on the boat so please do not post anything into the 
posting box. 
 
From your Award Winning Punnet it is tatty bye for now. 
 
See you all soon,  
 

Donna Ward 

In your 

Summer 2024 

edition of 

Punnet: 

Trip-Islander ð Your SIBC canal review. 

Next edition ð The Tidal Trent. 

Submit your review now to punnet@sibc.club 

Caledonian Capers with Ellen and Duncan 

Your cruise logs, disasters, funny stories. 

Itôs your stories that make your Punnet so 

submit your articles now to punnet@sibc.club 
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Past Commodoreôs      
Column 

Commodoreôs Report for AGM 2024 
 
Since the last AGM, much work has been undertaken by members at 
SIBC.  All the moorings have been renumbered to incorporate the 
new (well not so new) moorings. 
 

A team have designed and started to install new moorings on the 
main canal, they have quickly got a process in place and are 
progressing faster than anticipated.  Work will cease during the 
summer but will continue next winter. 
 

Thanks to Malc and Kenôs organisation of the work parties, we 
continue to identify and complete work around the island.  With Anne 
and her team on a Wednesday and the Saturday snacks team, 
keeping them all sustained. 
 

The Galley has recently undergone a facelift having been painted and 
a new floor covering laid. The floor had to be replaced due to wear 
and tear (but had lasted 17 years) as it was coming away from the 
walls.  It could have been fixed but the consensus was that it would 
have failed elsewhere so needed to be replaced at that point. 
 

Thank you to all the members that give up time to get all these jobs 
completed and to the teams that continue to work hard to get the 
moorings done and the galley team who completed the work in record 
time. 
 

I have thoroughly enjoyed my time as Commodore and thank the 
committee and members for the support they have given me over the 
last two years. 
 

As I have become very involved in Fund Britainôs Waterways a cause 
that is endeavouring to lobby parliament for adequate funding to keep 
our waterways in a navigable state, itôs time for me to hand over to 
Chris, who Iôm sure will do a great job with the support of the new 
committee and all members. 
 

Hazel 
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S.I.B.C. Crested Clothing  
If you would like to order garments, please call my mobile 07505 

787722 or e-mail me on elaineab@btinternet.com 

 

The garments come in various colours and sizes from children to 

adult sizes up to XXL. Kidôs garments are cheaper.  

 

Cheques or cash only please with cheques made payable to E A 

Chambers. Please note I have to order 8 garments at a time 

therefore, you might be waiting a while for your garments. I normally 

order about three times a year and your cash/cheques will not be 

banked until your garment arrives. 

 

Please feel free to call or e-mail me if you have any queries.  Please 

note that all prices are subject to change in January. 

Sweats crew neck - unisex Ã13.95 

Sweats V neck - unisex Ã14.40 

Cardigans - unisex Ã15.50 

Hooded tops - unisex Ã14.00 

100% cotton V neck jumper - unisex Ã19.20 

Fleeces - unisex Ã17.15 

Reversible shower proof jackets - unisex Ã24.65 

Heavyweight Storm reversible jacket - unisex Ã28.30 

Polo shirts - unisex Ã9.10 

Polo shirts -ladies fit Ã11.05 

Tipped polo shirts -unisex Ã12.75 

T Shirts Ã 5.95 

Baseball caps and acrylic ski hats can be purchased from 

Sarah at the bar. 
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Commodoreôs 
Welcome 

Wow é How on earth did I get here! 
 

Becoming the Commodore to me is not merely a title but an honour. I 

find myself stepping into a role that I need big boots to fill and I am 

thrilled to be given this opportunity to navigate our cherished club into 

the next chapter, hopefully filled with fun and camaraderie.  
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the people who believed 

in me and supported and helped me get to where I am today. 

Strawberry Island Boat Club will be a beacon of fun, friendship and 

fantastic sailing experiences. I believe in a club where every member 

feels involved where we can share laughs, swap stories and support 

each other both on and off the water.   
 

However, this journey isnôt just mine, its ours. I want to hear from you, 

especially your ideas for our club or what we could do better. 
 

I look forward to hearing boating stories from those going off for the 

summer and hope that the obstacles currently in place will be 

resolved.  I will endeavour to work with the social team to put events 

and cruises on throughout the summer for those that are staying at 

home.    
 

Special thanks go to our retiring president and his wife Michael and 

Pat Oakes for all their input and laughs they have given us along the 

way.  Also, congratulations are in order as we welcome Steve 

Marshall and his wife Barbara on the next step of their journey as our 

new president.   
 

Happy sailing for those that are and happy partying to us that are still. 

 

Big love to all, 
 

Chris 
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STRAWBERRY ISLAND BOAT CLUB 
Milethorn Lane, Doncaster, DN1 2SU 

Telephone ï 01302 364954 
www.sibc.club 

PRESIDENT STEVE MARSHALL 
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MARTYN WALSHAM JOHN FOSTER 

PETER HARBON JOHN ROBINSON 
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You should all know that SIBC gets 5% commission on your 
Boat Licence if you renew through the club. 

 

Unfortunately, 40% of members do not use the club to renew their 
licence. This means we are losing out on a considerable sum of 
money each year, which could help to keep our mooring fees down! 

 

This year we have ólostô around Ã2000.  
 

It is unfair on the Members who do use the Club to renew their 
licence as they are contributing to Club funds and the others are not. 

 

You are probably already aware that when you licence your boat, 
the Canal and River Trust give an early payment discount of 2.5%. 
Another 2.5% discount is available if the licence is purchased online.                           

 

It is easy to renew your Licence: 
 

I will license your boat at the club or you can ring me on 07831 
169880 and I will do it over the phone. All you need is your boat 
index number and your up-to-date insurance details. Payment is by 

credit or debit card only. 
 

Please license your boat at SIBC as we earn 5% commission on 
each  licence, which helps to keep your mooring fees down. 

 

Just a note of caution.  CRT will automatically renew your 
licence when it is due if you have registered your card details 
with them and the Club will lose out on the commission! You 
need to log in to CRT and uncheck the automatic renewal box. 

Ring me if you need any help with this!  
 

Peter Harbon  Treasurer & Trustee 

 Licence YOUR Boat 
through the Club 

If you license your boat through the Club, you will still get the  
2.5% discount for purchasing on line as we license your boat 

via an agency website i.e. online. 
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A Message From The Other Side... 
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Selbyôs Travels 
 
Who the heck is Selby? Well, if you have not met this character you 
need to keep your eyes open especially if you are cruising the cut this 
coming season as he turns up in the most unusual of places. 
 
A trip into B&M with intrepid explorers 
Sarah, Carole and Helen resulted in 
the first sightings of Selby who was 
hiding on the shelves amongst 
household products. This seemed 
peculiar as he was nowhere near soft 
toys. Sarah got hold of him and 
chased Helen around the aisles. 
Carole said that as they were being 
watched by Security, they decided to 
put him back on the shelf with the soft 
toys. 
 
On a visit to Nottingham and another 
B&M Selby was yet again discovered 
sat on a deckchair in the garden and 
outdoor aisle. It was at this point that 
Helen and Carole decided to adopt 
him. As Security were watching and Selby had been reduced in price 

(because nobody wanted to take 
him on) they felt sorry for him so 
decided to buy him, knowing that he 
was not adverse to an adventure or 
two. 
 
Selbyôs first adventure was a trip to 
Heck for the rally. As he had to have 
his own pocket money, Sarah 
provided him with Ã2.50 to buy what 
he needed. Selby enjoyed his 
weekend at Heck but had picked up 
some bad habits as he was partial to 
the odd cigarette and a pint. Itôs not 
the first time that his excesses have 
caused him a few problems as very 
recently he had to be taken in an 
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ambulance for treatment as he was 
very dehydrated and worse for wear 
after another night out with Bev and 
Pete. 
 
His next adventure was on the boat 
with Carole and Richard tackling the 
Trent (he was a little nervous here) 
but he managed to read the Trent 
map. Unfortunately, he was a little 
river sick due to inclement weather. 
Selby also went to the Arboretum at 
Alrewas to pay his respects to those 
remembered there. 
 
Selby has also tackled Harecastle 
Tunnel which he enjoyed 
immensely. At Bugsworth Basin Carole accosted a volunteer on the 
railway and asked him if he minded having a photo with her friend. 
When the volunteer agreed she whipped Selby out of her bag. I 
donôt think he was expecting that. 
 
Selby was originally named by Sarah who said that it was óone of 
the names off the top of her headô. At the time she was driving to 

Morrisons and saw a sign for 
Selby and thought that will do. 
 
Selby will be on the cut again this 
year and regular updates will be 
posted on Facebook. He is 
looking for more adventures on 
different boats so if you can offer 
him different experiences 
remember to take him on and 
pass him on later to another 
SIBC member.  If he is in your 
care please post Selbyôs 
adventures on Facebook so other 
SIBC members know where he is 
and what heôs getting up to. 



 

Page 12  

Hello Everyone,  
 
We have had some successful and well supported events at the 
Island in 2023.  
 
We started in October, when Mikron brought another professional 
theatre performance into our clubhouse. We will be supporting Mikron 
again in September this year. This was soon followed by a fun packed 
Speedquiz evening.   
 
The laying up supper had a decades theme and we had a superb 
meal from Ally, Ian and their team in the galley. 

SOCIAL 2024 

Get Involved With Your Club 
 

Work Party Dates 
 
Saturday 26th October 2024   
Saturday 23rd November 2024  
Saturday 21st December 2024  
Saturday 18th January 2025 
Saturday 22nd February 2025 
Saturday 29th March 2025 
 

Wednesday Work Parties   
 
Wednesday Work Parties are currently running each week. 
All members are invited to help with various tasks around the island. 
 
See Malcolm Dawson or Ken Shaw if you require more information. 
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We had our Macmillan Coffee morning in November and thank you to 
all the members who supported us in raising more cash than ever.  
A superb meal was had on Ladiesô Night thanks to Brian Clarke, Brian 
Sharples, Simon and the rest of their galley team. Last year we had 
Elvis and this year we had Robbie Williams to entertain us.  
 
December is always action packed with social events happening on a 
weekly basis.  We kicked the Festive season off this time with the 
Christmas Market. Once again, we had a good variety of stalls and 
food available. Santa paid us a visit arriving on his sleigh aboard the 
illuminated good ship Rum-a- Gin and I think all the children were 
pleased with their presents he brought them.  The photo booth looked 
tremendous almost everyone managed a selfie in there and the 
children kept the elves busy in the craft centre and the grotto all day.   
 
We had some fabulous prizes for The Christmas Draw night followed 
by the adultsô party and a superb Christmas lunch. We all ate and 
drank far too much but appreciated our well-deserved break back 
home over Christmas.  
 
The New Yearôs Eve party went with its usual bang, literally! Our 
entertainer for the evening was Michelle Montuori and how she fitted 
us in her busy life I have no idea!  When I spoke to Michelle on the 
29th December she was just leaving Abu Dhabi for a gig at 
Strawberry Island she said. By the 3rd January she was in San Diego, 
then a week later she sent me photos of Christmas Island. What a 
Life!  
 
We started 2024 with a Cheese and Wine tasting evening. We now 
know that the better the wine the longer the legs! I think thatôs what 
Charlotte said. The members entertained us in February. We have 
some wonderful and talented members at the club. The Awards Team 
took us to the circus for the awards presentation evening with 
popcorn, posh dogs and even ice cream in a tub. One of the 
highlights of the evening had to be Madame Sambuca in her fortune 
tellerôs booth, what more can I say?  
 
Having just enjoyed our Motherôs Day lunch and the Annual Dinner at 
the Golf Club we have just our Fitting Out Supper to enjoy.  
 
When the social season starts again in September you can look 
forward to another fun packed Christmas season, a Casino evening in 
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October and a return to the Race Night in January.   
 
Many thanks to all of you for supporting us and to the many 
volunteers who help to put these events in place. When I joined the 
Social Team back in 2019 I never imagined I would be still standing 
here in 2024. I think now is the time for a change though and 
therefore both myself and Anne Mitchie have decided to stand down 
as Social Chair and Vice.  We have thoroughly enjoyed our time on 
social. There have been many highs and lows. One of the biggest low 
points was back in 2020 when Covid struck! Lesley and I found 
ourselves sitting in the bar refunding over Ã1000 in ticket money sold 
for Motherôs Day and Fitting Out Supper. By 2021 when we thought 
times were improving Covid hit the club and once again I found myself 
refunding ticket money, this time for the Laying Up supper!   
 
In 2021 Anne and I (joined by Anne Clarke) decided to start the 
Christmas Market. We also wanted to do something for the children/
grandchildren having missed out on a Christmas party for a couple of 
years. Although still restricted by Covid and heavy rain on the day, we 
pulled off what we thought was a pretty good market. We invited 
Santa along who gave presents to all the children.  In 2022 and 2023 
the Christmas market has proved to be bigger and better.  
 
Thanks to Santaôs busy elves, his grotto looks better every year! Their 
crafty work going on in the conservatory takes a lot of planning, and 
this year we even had a grotto themed photo booth.   
 
We regularly ask for volunteers sometimes at short notice and 
members never let us down but Itôs a big ask when asking for 
volunteers to be outside in freezing conditions in December. You 
never let us down. Many thanks to Malc and Ken and team for the 
tents and to every member (too many to mention) who ran a stall for 
us. Thank you Strawberry Island! 
 
A new Social Team will take over now and Anne and I wish them all 
the best.  
 
In the meantime, with this yearôs cruising season looming I hope you 
all enjoy your Summer Cruising and maybe we will see some of you 
out on the network somewhere.  
 
Barbara and Team 
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Dates for your Diary 
(All may be subject to additions or change) 

  

2024   

13th - 15th September SIBC Rally Weekend 

24th September Mikron Theatre 

12th October Casino Night 

2nd November Laying Up Supper 

9th November Macmillan Coffee Morning 

16th November Ladiesô Night 

30th November Christmas Market 

7th December Christmas Sing-along 

14th December Christmas Draw Night 

15th December Christmas Lunch 

21st December Adult Christmas Party 

31st December  New Yearôs Eve Party 

  

2025  

1
st
 January New Yearôs Day Cruise 

18th January Race Night 

15th February Valentineôs Night 

22nd February Awards Night 

15th March SIBC Annual Dinner 

16th March Annual General Meeting 

30th March Mothersô Day 

5th April Fitting Out Supper 
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Awards 2024 
 
The Awards Team 
certainly pulled off an 
amazing night full of fun 
and laughter. With the 
clubhouse transformed 
into a circus big top, 
what could possibly go 
wrong? Members went 
to great efforts to dress 
for the occasion too and 
characters appeared 
such as bearded ladies, 
jugglers, fortune tellers, 
lions and lion tamers, 
clowns to name just a few.  
 

There was a fancy dress competition later on in the evening where 
members were encouraged to parade in their costumes. The winners 
of this were Van and Shirley dressed in Stars and Stripes, the 
American dream.  
 

One of the highlights was being able to have your fortune told by our 
very own clairvoyant Madam Sambuca. Madam Sambuca could be 
seen making her way through the room complete with clairvoyantôs 
booth. Some places were a bit of a squeeze, but she ploughed her 
way through as there was work to be done. My fortune was óYour path 
to success will be paved with Lego - watch your step and keep your 
socks on!ô. Iôm not sure whether I should be worried or not. 
 

More photographs of the fun and frolics are printed on the inner back 
cover. 
 

The awards for the evening were as follows: 
 
Jean Skelland (Female Personality)  
 

Winner: Claudia Jacklin 
 

John Southcombe contacted Claudia via Facetime (as she was in 
Germany) to give her the good news. It was just like the Oscars!  
 
Phil Hancock (Male Personality) 
 

Winner: Ken Shaw 
 



 

  Page  17 

The Commodore Hart (Couple) 
 

Frank Beevers announced the nominations for this reward with an 
entertaining low down on all the couplesô attributes. 
 

Lesley and Chris Drayton 
Heather Benson and Mick McMurray 
Ian and Ally Marr 
Simon and Anne Mitchie 
Garry and Dawn Morgan 
 

Winners of this award were Garry and Dawn Morgan. 
 
The Longest Tow (Towing Boat) and The Frosty Cup (Being 
Towed) 
 

Brian Sharples (Longest tow)   
James Palmer (Frosty Cup) 
 

Ken Millward and Mick Pattison (Longest tow) 
Mick Marshall (Frosty Cup) 
 

Winners of this award: 
 

Ken Millward and Mick Pattison (Longest tow) 
Mick Marshall (Frosty Cup) 
 
The Brightside Trophy (Boating Mishaps) - Pam Bowley Speech 
(aka Madam Sambuca) 
 

This award was given by Bill Piece. It is an 
award for when those unexpected things 
happen like when youôve just painted your 
boat and you step back to have a look and 
splash youôre in the water. Not funny at the 
time, but usually funny when you come to 
talk about them later, the kind of stuff we 
need to hear more about for our future 
awards.  
 

This year we only had two nominations for 
the Brightside Award, Steve Marshall and 
Garry Morgan.  
 

To begin with, hereôs a little tale of Garry and Dawnôs rather eventful 
journey on the Rochdale Canal. As many of you will know this isnôt a 
canal for the faint hearted. They were happily tootling along on their 
narrowboat Bagpuss when sadly their trip was halted due to a 
breakdown at the guillotine lock at Todmorden or Turdmorden as it 
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will now be forever known. They had to make a decision, water tap or 
elsan point. Unfortunately, they chose water tap which was probably 
not a good idea. Fast forward a few days and as you can imagine 
Dawn was now in full relaxation mode, the wine was flowing and of 
course the toilet cassette was filling up fast. óOh noô, thought Gazza 
ówhat am I to do now? I canôt stop my darling wife while sheôs in full 
flow so I better find a way to make more roomô. Heôd already spotted 
the full wine rack that Dawn had previously filled with Jack Rabbit so 
there was nothing for it but for this brave little guy to load up his bag 
for life with the now very swishy toilet cassette. As he is a sensitive 
fella, he triple wrapped it in three bin bags, and crossed his fingers 
that the bus driver had no sense of smell. Luckily, for our brave hero 
he managed to complete the bus journey with no suspicious leaks or 
smelly accidents and made it back to Dawn with a triumphant smile 
and an empty bag for life. Thankfully, he was saved a return journey 
as the next day they were joined by friends on another narrowboat. 
Sadly, for them they had a much bigger problem as they arrived with 
a full pump out, but thatôs another story and one you can read in the 
Winter 2023 Punnet if you want to laugh.  
 

Steve and Barbara along with their sprocker spaniel Bella, had set off 
on their annual summer cruise on their boat Rioja, along with Malc 
and Ange on Trent Weaver. They had already turned back from 
Huddersfield due to lack of water then managed to get to Hebden 
Bridge on the Rochdale, but again had to turn back for the same 
reason. They finally settled on a trip to York. What else could possibly 
go wrong they thought? Surely it will be plain sailing now. Imagine a 
peaceful day with the sun shining and the birds singing and Bella 
sitting contentedly by Steveôs feet. Steve had his AirPods in happily 
singing along to his favourite band. Barbara told me later it was Bay 
City Rollers. Steve glanced behind to check that Malc was keeping up 
on Trent Weaver, as he was liable to dawdle a bit. Steve thought that 
he was probably practising his air guitar again as he often does whilst 
Ange steers the boat, when would you believe it? He saw a little 
brown and white dog bobbing around in the fast-flowing river Ouse, 
óWowô he thought, ówhat kind of idiot would let their dog swim in this 
stretch of river itôs fast flowing, tidal and dangerous?ô Then to his 
complete horror he realised it was his dog Bella and heôd not heard 
the splash as he was singing along and probably doing the dance 
moves to Shang A Lang. Then suddenly (and thank goodness) the 
hero of the hour appeared. Barbara came up from below, boxed 
Steveôs ears and rescued Bella from the fast-flowing Ouse. After 
giving Steve a withering look, she went back down into the boat to 
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carry on with her Sudoku. Steve said from now on Bella would be 
going on a lead on rivers and that heôll work on his taste in music.  
 

The winner of the trophy was Garry Morgan.  
 

Madam Sambuca also presented Garry with a Captain Morgan t-shirt. 
 
The Tetley Trophy (Special Act) 
 

Anne Mitchie introduced the groups for this category. 
 

The Summer Gang ï Chris and Lesley Drayton, Phil and Sheila 
Jefferson 
Wednesday Galley Work Party 
Christmas Market Team 
John Clark and Mick Marshall (Fire Safety) 
 

The winners were John Clark and Mick Marshall for putting our safety 
first. 

 
The proceedings ceased temporarily to fill up beer glasses and to eat 
rather tasty óposh dogsô. These were cooked by our very capable 
chefs Simon Mitchie and Mick McMurray (Anne Mitchie did the 
shopping!) and then without further ado John Southcombe introduced 
the second half. He congratulated all members for being wonderful, 
he also congratulated the Awards Team for putting on an amazing 
show and for working so hard.


